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PEOPLE OF FLINT, MICHIGAN, ARE
STRONG

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, my home-
town is Flint, Michigan. When we leave
here at the end of every week, I fly
home to Flint. This is a very proud
community. It is the birthplace of Gen-
eral Motors. It is where the UAW work-
ers sat down in 1936 to get the first
UAW contract to help build the middle
class.

The last few decades have been tough
for my community. We have taken a
lot of hits, a lot of poverty, high unem-
ployment, but we have always been
able to get back up again as a commu-
nity because there are strong people in
Flint, Michigan.

What has happened now in Flint is
because of careless actions by State of-
ficials who put dollars and cents ahead
of the health of people, ahead of the
health of 9,000 children.

We can get back up again in Flint,
but we need a State response far more
robust than what has been rec-
ommended by Michigan’s Governor and
we need help from the Federal Govern-
ment. These people are American citi-
zZens.

If the State won’t act to make it
right for the people of Flint, we need
our Federal Government to do every-
thing in its power to help these people
and help Flint get back up again.

HAMILTON CITY, CALIFORNIA,
LEVEE PROTECTION

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, it is
budget season in Washington, D.C., and
one of the things that should be in the
budget is infrastructure. I am glad to
hear that the President has included
$8.5 million in funding to replace the
badly degraded levees on the Sac-
ramento River near Hamilton City,
California.

Flood danger has forced evacuation
of Hamilton City six times since 1980.
The existing levee project provides
only 10-year flood event protection
when the standard really should be 200-
year flood event protection.

Working with 1local residents who
have contributed their own money and
resources to the project, we secured
over $12 million in Federal funding so
far.

Mr. Speaker, this year’s additional
funding will allow major progress on a
project that will protect the homes and
families of over 200 north State resi-
dents, finally giving Hamilton City
some peace of mind.
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AUTOMATED COLLECTION OF
USER FEES AT THE PEACE
BRIDGE

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, the budg-
et that President Obama sent to Con-
gress yesterday contained a number of
important proposals: more cancer re-
search funding, more treatment for
prescription painkiller and heroin ad-
diction, and making permanent the
solar investment tax credit and the
new market tax credit.

While these initiatives generated
headlines, one small and simple provi-
sion could have a significant impact on
the economy of western New York.

Beginning this year, at the Peace
Bridge in Buffalo, Customs and Border
Protection will automate the collec-
tion of user fees for commercial vehi-
cles. Currently fees are collected
manually, which increases congestion
and deters Canadians from traveling to
western New York.

I called for the implementation of
this policy last year and am happy to
see the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity moved so quickly on it. By auto-
mating fee collection, hiring more Cus-
toms and Border Protection officers,
this budget will benefit the western
New York economy that is dependent
on commerce via the Peace Bridge.

———

CONGENITAL HEART FUTURES
REAUTHORIZATION ACT

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, as Feb-
ruary is recognized as Heart Month, I
rise on behalf of the nearly 40,000 ba-
bies born each year with congenital
heart defects, CHD. CHD is the most
common birth defect and the number
one cause of birth defect-related
deaths.

A few decades ago babies born with
CHD were not living into adulthood.
Now, due to continued investment and
research and a series of medical break-
throughs, 90 percent of babies born
with CHD are living into adulthood.
Let’s makes it 100 percent.

There is still work to be done, and we
must ensure these efforts to improve
the lives of those with CHD continue.
This is why I introduced the Con-
genital Heart Futures Reauthorization
Act, to spend CHD research, raise
awareness of the importance of special-
ized care, and ensure important re-
search continues.

We must advance this legislation for
the millions of Americans who need
our help.

———
0O 1215
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
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the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to highlight the success
of the Affordable Care Act.

The numbers are in and, once again,
millions of Americans signed up for
quality affordable health coverage.
More than 12.7 million Americans se-
lected plans through the health insur-
ance marketplaces—4 million, or 42
percent, of whom were new customers
this year.

People want coverage. And, thanks
to the ACA, millions can now have the
security of knowing they won’t go
bankrupt if they get sick or have an
accident, can’t be denied coverage be-
cause of a preexisting condition, and
have access to preventative and pri-
mary care services at little to no out-
of-pocket cost.

In the 29th District that I am proud
to represent, 55,000 residents fall into
the expansion gap and have no insur-
ance because States haven’t expanded
Medicaid. It is time for Texas and
other States to do the right thing and
recognize that health care is essential
for some of our poorest families by ex-
panding Medicaid.

The Affordable Care Act is here to
stay. I hope Congress will move past
repeal attempts and start talking
about how we can make the Affordable
Care Act work even better for the
American people. I stand ready to work
with my colleagues on this critical
issue.

IT IS TIME TO RELEASE ZHU
YUFU ONCE AND FOR ALL

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today yet again in need of bringing the
world’s attention to the plight of Zhu
Yufu.

Four years ago today, this democ-
racy advocate was unjustly sentenced
by the Chinese Government to 7 years
behind bars, following previous
imprisonments. His tireless advocacy
for democratic rights, freedom of
speech, and the rule of law is worthy of
praise. Yet the Chinese Government
has harassed and jailed him numerous
times on faulty charges.

Yufu is in poor health. He is not able
to stand without support. He has coro-
nary heart disease and a coronary ar-
tery tumor, in addition to other ail-
ments. Yet Chinese authorities refuse
to provide him with medical care or
medication. Further, they have forced
him to do hard labor and have caused
the job losses of his family members.

This Saturday, Zhu Yufu turns 63
years old. The least the Chinese Gov-
ernment can do is provide him with
proper medical treatment, improve his
living conditions, and leave his family
alone. If China is serious about dem-
onstrating any legitimate leadership,
it should release him and the hundreds
of others like him immediately.
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MURDERED FOR THEIR FAITH

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, today
marks 1 year since three young Ameri-
cans were Kkilled, I believe, for their
faith. I think the evidence supports
that.

On February 10, 2015, Deah Barakat,
Yusor Abu-Salha, and Razan Abu-Salha
were murdered in Chapel Hill, North
Carolina. They were shot and killed be-
cause of their faith. They were Muslim.

Yusor was a graduate of North Caro-
lina State University, and planned on
enrolling at UNC Chapel Hill School of
Dentistry, where her husband, Deah,
was studying to become a dentist.
Razan, Yusor’s sister, was a student at
NCSU as well. She was only 19.

These murders are heartbreaking.
They should be heartbreaking to every
American. They show us the stark re-
ality that bigotry is alive and well and
that good people have to stand against
it. Hate speech and scapegoating have
real life consequences.

Children are bullied in school, houses
of worship are vandalized, and people
are killed for the way they dress or
how they pray. This should end now.

————

HONORING VERNITA TODD, CEO OF
HEART CITY HEALTH CENTER

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and pay tribute to a
champion of public health in my dis-
trict as she moves to California to con-
tinue her work serving the public.

As chief executive officer of Heart
City Health Center in Elkhart, Indiana,
Vernita Todd has tirelessly advocated
on behalf of others. Over the last 10
years, she has led the Center in achiev-
ing its mission of contributing to the
health of our community by providing
access to high-quality and accessible
health care.

Vernita has received national rec-
ognition for her role in prioritizing ad-
vocacy as a crucial component to Heart
City Health Center’s mission. Whether
at the city, State, or Federal level, the
impact of her work can surely be felt
by thousands.

On behalf of the people of Indiana’s
Second Congressional District, I thank
Vernita Todd for her contributions to
improving thousands of lives through-
out the northern Indiana community
and the country as a whole. I wish her
the best of luck in her future endeav-
ors.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DENHAM) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 10, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
February 10, 2016 at 9:25 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 2109.

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 1428.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on the motion to suspend the
rules on which a recorded vote or the
yveas and nays are ordered, or on which
the vote incurs objection under clause
6 of rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken later.

———

SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT IM-
PROVED COMPLIANCE AWARE-
NESS ACT

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4470) to amend the Safe Drinking
Water Act with respect to the require-
ments related to lead in drinking
water, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4470

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Safe Drink-
ing Water Act Improved Compliance Aware-
ness Act’.

SEC. 2. ENFORCEMENT OF DRINKING WATER
REGULATIONS.

Section 1414(c) of the Safe Drinking Water
Act (42 U.S.C. 300g-3(c)) is amended—

(1) in the header, by inserting ‘‘STATES,
THE ADMINISTRATOR, AND’’ before ‘‘PERSONS
SERVED”’;

(2) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (2)(E)” and inserting ‘‘paragraph
(2)(F)”; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(D) Notice of any exceedance at the 90th
percentile of a lead action level in a regula-
tion promulgated under section 1412.”’;

(3) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘sub-
paragraph (D) and inserting ‘‘subparagraph
)]

(B) in subparagraph (C)—

(i) in the header, by striking ‘“VIOLATIONS’’
and inserting ‘‘NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS’’;

(ii) in the matter preceding clause (i)—

(I) by inserting ‘‘, and each exceedance de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(D),” after ‘‘for each
violation’; and

(II) by inserting ‘‘or exceedance’ after
‘‘Each notice of violation’’;
(iii) by inserting ‘‘or exceedance’ after

‘‘the violation’ each place it appears; and
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(iv) in clause (iv)—

(I) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘broadcast
media” and inserting ‘‘media, including
broadcast media,’’;

(IT) in subclause (II)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘in a newspaper of general
circulation serving the area’ and inserting
“for circulation in the affected area, includ-
ing in a newspaper of general circulation
serving the area,’; and

(bb) by striking ‘‘or the date of publication
of the next issue of the newspaper’’; and

(IIT) in subclause (III), by striking ‘‘in lieu
of notification by means of broadcast media
or newspaper’’;

(C) by redesignating subparagraphs (D) and

(E) as subparagraphs (E) and (F), respec-
tively; and

(D) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the
following:

‘(D) NOTICE BY ADMINISTRATOR.—If, after 24
hours after the Administrator’s notification
under subsection (a)(1)(A), the State with
primary enforcement responsibility or the
owner or operator of the public water system
has not issued a notice that is required under
subparagraph (C) for an exceedance described
in paragraph (1)(D), the Administrator shall
issue such required notice pursuant to this
paragraph.’’;

(4) in paragraph (3)(B)—

(A) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (A) and”
and inserting ‘‘subparagraph (A),”’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (C) or (D) of
paragraph (2)” and inserting ‘‘subparagraph
(C) or (E) of paragraph (2), and notices issued
by the Administrator with respect to public
water systems serving Indian Tribes under
subparagraph (D) of such paragraph’’;

(5) in paragraph (4)(B)—

(A) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘the terms”’
and inserting ‘‘the terms ‘action level’,”’; and

(B) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘and (IV)”
and inserting ‘“(IV) the action level for the
contaminant, and (V)”’; and

(6) by adding at the end the following:

‘(5) EXCEEDANCE OF SAFE LEAD LEVEL.—

‘“(A) STRATEGIC PLAN.—Not later than 120
days after the date of enactment of this
paragraph, the Administrator shall, in col-
laboration with owners and operators of pub-
lic water systems and States, establish a
strategic plan for how the Administrator, a
State with primary enforcement responsi-
bility, and owners and operators of public
water systems shall conduct targeted out-
reach, education, technical assistance, and
risk communication to populations affected
by lead in a public water system, including
dissemination of information described in
subparagraph (C).

“(B) EPA INITIATION OF NOTICE.—

‘(i) FORWARDING OF DATA BY EMPLOYEE OF
EPA.—If the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy develops or receives, from a source other
than the State or the public water system,
data, which meets the requirements of sec-
tion 1412(b)(3)(A)(ii), indicating that the
drinking water of a person served by a public
water system contains a level of lead that
exceeds a lead action level promulgated
under section 1412, the Administrator shall
require an appropriate employee of the
Agency to forward such data to the owner or
operator of the public water system and to
the State in which the exceedance occurred
within a time period established by the Ad-
ministrator.

‘(i) DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION BY
OWNER OR OPERATOR.—If an owner or oper-
ator of a public water system receives a no-
tice under clause (i), the owner or operator,
within a time period established by the Ad-
ministrator, shall disseminate to affected
persons the information described in sub-
paragraph (C).

¢‘(iii) CONSULTATION.—
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